[bookmark: _GoBack]Braxton Co. Residents Faint, Become Ill After Run-In With Weird 10-Foot Monster


Seven Braxton County residents Saturday reporting seeing a 10-foot Frankenstein-like monster in the hills above Flatwood.
They said they saw the monster Friday night when they climbed a wooded hill to investigate reports that a flying saucer had landed.
Mrs. Kathlyn May, Flatwood, said she and six boys, including a 17-year-old member of the National Guard, started to search for a bright object which her two small sons said they had seen come down.
However, State Police laughed the reports off as hysteria. They said the so-called monster had grown from seven to 17 feet in 24 hours.At 7:15 PM on September 12, 1952, two brothers, Edward and Fred May, and their friend Tommy Hyer (ages 13, 12, and 10 respectively) witnessed a bright object cross the sky. The object appeared to come to rest on land belonging to local farmer.
Upon witnessing the object, the boys went to the home of the May brothers' mother, Kathleen May, where they reported seeing a UFO crash land in the hills. From there, Mrs. May accompanied by the three boys, local children Neil Nunley (14) and Ronnie Shaver (10), and 17 year old West Virginia National Guardsman Eugene 'Gene' Lemon, traveled to the Fisher farm in an effort to locate whatever it was that the boys had seen.
Lemon's dog ran ahead out of sight and suddenly began barking, and moments later ran back to the group with its tail between its legs. After traveling about ¼ of a mile the group reached the top of a hill, where they reportedly saw a large pulsating "ball of fire" about 50 feet to their right. They also detected a pungent mist that made their eyes and noses burn. Lemon then noticed two small lights over to the left of the object, underneath a nearby oak tree and directed his flashlight towards them, revealing the creature, which was reported to have emitted a shrill hissing noise before gliding towards them, changing direction and then heading off towards the red light. At this point the group fled in panic.

(Adapted from Wikipedia.org)


The National Guard member, Gene Lemon, was leading the group when he said he saw what appeared to be a pair of bright eyes in a tree. At first he thought it was an opossum or a raccoon but when he shone his flashlight on it, he said he saw a 10-foot monster with a blood-red face and a green body that seemed to glow.
Mrs. May said Lemon let out a terrified scream and fell over backwards. She said the monster started toward them with a bounding motion.
All of the party agreed that there was an overpowering smell that burned the nostrils and made them sick. Several of the party fainted and vomited for several hours after returning to town.
Lee Stewart, co-publisher of the Braxton County Democrat, said he and several men armed with shotguns returned with Lemon about a half-hour to an hour later and reported a sickening odor still present. He said there were also slight heat waves in the air.
“Those people were the most scared people I’ve ever seen,” Stewart said. “People don’t make up that kind of story that quickly.” Both Mrs. May and Lemon described the thing as having the shape of a man, blood-red face, bright green body, protruding eyes, and hand extended forward and appeared to give off an eerie light. They said it had a black shield affair in the shape of an ace of spades behind it and wore what looked like a pleated metallic shirt.
“It looked worse than Frankenstein,” Mrs. May said.
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